Residential aged care and general practice: workforce demographic trends, 1984-2000.
To examine the demographic changes in the cohort of general practitioners servicing residential aged-care facilities (RACFs) from 1984 to 2000. Quantitative analysis of Medicare datasets from 1984 to 2000. All GPs who provided Medicare-claimed RACF services from 1984 to 2000. Aggregate data on RACF GPs by age group and sex; total and average number of RACF services by GP age group and sex. The proportion of RACF GPs younger than 35 years has declined from a peak of 30.2% in 1986 to 11.5% in 2000. GPs aged 45 years and older made up 58.1% of all RACF GPs in 2000, compared with 41.4% in 1984. In 2000, 28.4% of RACF GPs were female, compared with 13.5% in 1984. The proportion of RACF services provided by GPs younger than 35 years fell from 19.2% in 1984 to 4.5% in 2000, and the proportion provided by GPs aged 45 years and older increased from 54.7% to 72.4%. Female GPs' RACF services as a proportion of all RACF services increased from 8.9% to 15.9% between 1984 and 2000, but the average number of RACF services per female GP declined by 15.6 services per year. In contrast, the average number of RACF services per male GP increased by 11.2 per year. The increasing rate of RACF servicing by older GPs is independent of female GPs' declining involvement. Our results suggest an increasing reliance on older, male GPs in the supply of RACF services. Although the proportion of female RACF GPs has increased, average services by these GPs, who are generally younger, has declined. The personal and work preferences of female GPs may have implications for future RACF services supply as older, generally male, GPs retire.